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The assignment of states to regions is the same as in Table 18-1.

*For the purpose of this table Richard Shelby, Ala., is counted as a Republican and Ben Nighthorse 
Campbell is counted as a Democrat at the start of the 104th Congress.  Both switched  to the 
Republican Party, but Shelby switched shortly after the election, while Campbell switched after the 
Congress started.

Congress Party East Midwest South West Total

104th* Democrats 14 13 10 10 47

Republicans 10 11 16 16 53

109th Democrats 16 13   4 11 44

Republicans   7 11 22 15 55

Other   1   1

111th Democrats 18 15   7 16 56

Republicans   4   9 19 10 42

Other   2   2

112th Democrats 17 12   6 16 51

Republicans   5 12 20 10 47

Other   2   2

113th Democrats 19 12   6 16 53

Republicans   3 12 20 10 45

Other   2   2

114th  
(to be 
contested)

Democrats

Republicans

  6

  1

  5

  2

  4

  8

  5

  2

20

13

Table 18-2  �Distribution of Senate Seats by Region and Party

polarization, the strength of party voting, and the gender, racial, and ethnic 
differences in the composition of the membership of the two parties, finding 
common ground and room for the two parties in Congress to compromise on 
policy has become ever more difficult. The cleavages that exist in the electorate 
and in the Congress are increasingly reinforcing ones rather than cross-cutting 
ones. Accordingly, getting the two parties to compromise on issues that underpin 
the fiscal cliff, on longer term concerns over taxing, spending, and entitlements 
and on a range of issues from immigration to regulation of financial institutions to 


